
PARISH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
NOVEMBER 8, 2022

ATTENDANCE: Fr. Remi, Fr. Anthony, Mary Larson, Linda Casey, Cameron Edman, Chris
Keifer, ,Jon Wheeler, Ken Dodge, Kevin Jenne’
(No Finance Committee member present.)

Meeting called to order at 3:35 PM, with opening prayer led by Fr. Remi.

GENERAL BUSINESS
After a short discussion about the need for a finance committee representative at our next
council meeting, Mary opened a lengthy conversation about the Parish finances.  It was agreed
that some kind of financial statement would benefit the board and help to lend transparency to
the parish finances.

Kevin was able to give a brief/general explanation of the finances by indicating that the parish is
taking in far less in contributions compared to last year.  As well as spending more.  Collections
used to be approximately $11K/week and have recently been $6K/week.  Kevin said that he
would be able to provide specific figures.

The additional expenditures noted above have been used for remodeling the rectory.  (Which is
a small house that was purchased to house the priests, but is too small to accommodate them
as it stands.  Some of the additional expenses have also been used to rent a second house so
Fr. Anthony had a place to live.
The cemetery is doing well financially.  Plots are being sold in the new vacant lot, and there are
several benches and statues that have been purchased.

Finances led to a discussion about the Sacred Music funds.  Fr. Remi said that he has been
able to review that Sacred Music donations and believes that it was all spent correctly.  Father
said that a parishioner requested their money back, and it was returned.

PARISH ISSUES

Mary had consolidated a list of topics of concern within the Parish that was provided by council
members.  A discussion about grouping and prioritizing the list ensued.  Many of the concerns
had somewhat similar potential solutions, or ideas as to how best to begin addressing the
issues.

Upon reviewing the list, a brief discussion about “Confusing communion” was addressed.  The
actual logistics of distributing Holy Communion has been observed to be confusing because
there are more lines for receiving the Sacred Host, than the Precious Blood.  Therefore, lines
are backing up and parishioners new to the parish are unsure which line to stand in.  Fr. Remi



said that he would ask Deacon Andy to address the issue in conjunction with the Liturgy
Committee.

Fr. Remi addressed parish finances, as they seemed to be at the center of several listed issues
of concern.  A lengthy discussion about preparing some kind of financial statement that could be
presented to the parishioners for transparency.  Fr. Remi explained how the diocese was
ultimately responsible for the finances, and they are involved /communicated with regarding the
operational funds.

The lessening of contributions and lower number of families attending St. Thomas was
discussed.  And how best to bring those families back.  Some Parishioners are still hurt about
Fr. John being moved, and feel like St. Thomas is being punished.  Many parishioners have
therefore stopped giving money to the parish.

Fr. Remi addressed the mission statement of the church.  He said that it is universal.  “Go ye
into the world and proclaim the good news. Make disciples of all nations.” Fr. Remi explained
that by just celebrating the sacraments, they are providing the mission statement.

This led to the idea of having St. Thomas create its own mission statement which would set us
apart from other parishes and bring a collective source of unity back to the parish.  “Promoting
the family spirit.  Love and unity”. The many young families and children are unique to St.
Thomas, and could be a good area to focus on.

Fr. Anthony
Recognizes two problems he has observed .
Emotional health (hurt from Fr. John leaving), punishment.
And Music.
Generally he does not see any other problems within the community.

Discussion about the language barrier and difficulty they are having preaching to us.
Further discussion about how best to resolve the relationship between the priests and the
parishioners.  Fr. Remi mentioned the idea of having a Healing Mass, and inviting the Bishop to
attend.  Fr. Remi said that he would speak to the Liturgy committee.

The lack of space in the mission house and where to create a parish center was discussed.
The thought that maybe taking on a remodel/building project would unify the parish, but the lack
of offerings would be a concern.

Fr. Remi clarified Matthew Loucks resignation, and that he doesn't know why he left.  Ultimately
only Matthew knows why he left.
Fr. Remi also wanted a couple other issues to discuss for the next meeting.

Updates from committee assignments will take place at the next meeting.



Closing prayer offered by Fr. Anthony
Meeting adjourned.


